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Let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts ; and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, for he will bave mercy 

upon bim, and to our God, for be will abun- 

' © , dantly pardon. | 


T may be accounted oge of our many 
mercies, that we are called upon from the 
Throne, To humble ourſelves this day, 
before Almighty God, in order to obtain par- 
*« don of our fins, and in the moſt devout 
«© manner to ſend up our prayers and ſuppli- 
* catiohs to the Divine Majeſty, for averting 
ce thoſe heavy judgments which our mani- 
<« fold fins and provocations, have moſt juſt- 
ly deſerved.“ This is a duty incumbent 
5 7 fallen creatures at all times, but eſpeci- 
ally at this awful and critical conjuncture. 


Hitherto indeed it has been the Happineſs 


of theſe nations (and of theſe only) to be mer- 
cifully preſerved from the common deſola- 
tions of war. But who that fears the Lord, 


who that has even the bowels and feeling of 


a man, but muſt deeply lament and bewail the 
10 face of affaits in Europe ! How many 
arge and fruitful provinces (not very diftarit 
from us) have been turned into a wilderneſs, 
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62) 
and are now almoſt uncultivated and uninha- 
| bited, the cities depopulated and laid in aſhes, 
| the country ruined, the inhabitants flauphter- 
ed with all the wantonneſs of ſavage barbarity, 
without diſtinction of rank, ſex, or age! In- 
| deed the Lord is pleaſed to preſerve us in peace 
in the midſt of general ruin, * We are à people 
Javed of the Lord, compaſſed about as with a 
wall of fire. But ſhould we not be deeply con- 
cerned for others? and have we not reaſon to 
tremble for ourſelves ? for are we better, more 
moral or deſerving, than thoſe who have ſuf- 
fered ſuch great things? Would to God it were 
fo,—But it is to be feared that we have equal- 
ed, if not exceeded the Proteſtant ſtates abroad 
in the practice of thoſe evils, for which they 
are now viſited. We, even we, Þ area finful 
nation, 4 people laden with iniquity, @ feed of 
evil. doers, who have forſaken the Lora, and 
provoked the Holy One of Iſrael to anger. The 
voice of common ſenſe and obſervation con- 
firm the royal proclamation which aſſerts this 
to be our caſe: and the mouth of the Lord 
Hath ſpaken it, That except ae repent, awe ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh. n Ogg ti); 32 8h 
It has been of late the general deſire of the 
nation, as well as the ardent prayer of every 
good man, to ſee peace reſtored, and the de- 
vouring ſword ſheath d: but if we may form 
a judgment from the ſpirit and temper of the 
times, from the enormous height of every 
jog of wickedneſs amongſt us, we cannot but 
ul fear, the much deſired object is far from i” 
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©'There is no peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked. 
Surely unleſs the Lord appears for us, unleſs 
ſovereign grace interpoles, to bring us to 
unfeigned repentance, to believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to walk in newneſs of life, 
we have the greatelt reaſon to fear, I that all 
theſe things are but the beginning of ſorrows, 
that the heavy judgments our manifold fins 
have fo juſtly deſerved, will at length fall upon 
us with redoubled fury, and the whole land 
be devoured by the fierce jealouſy of the Lord 
of bots. | 
- In this evil day, when a deluge of fin has 
overflowed the nation, and a deluge of wrath 
ſeems—yea, more than ſeems, to be near at 
* hand, bleſſed are they who have made the 
Lord of hoſts, the Holy One of Iſrael their 
_ timely refuge: bleſſed likewiſe are they who 
are happily inſtrumental in leading others, to 
ſecure themſelves in this ſafe retreat, 
The words of our text point to the only 
aſylum from the impending ſtorm. Let tbe 
wicked, of every rank and denomination, for- 
Jake bis uay, the evil way he has been addict- 
ed to, and walked in with delight: and let the 
warighteous' man forſake bis thoughts—the 
thought of ſinning with impunity, the thought 
of dependance upon an arm of fleſh, or of ob- 
taining ſalvation, without a vital union to the 
_ adorable Jeſus, and an experimental know- 
ledge of his righteouſneſs, ſtrength, and grace ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, from whom 
he hath fo deeply revolted, and to our God, our 
5 B 2 co- 
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(4) 
covenant God, for be will have mercy upon us, 
U. be twill abundantly pardon. He will be- 

ow multiplied pardons for multiplied of- 
fences, and * where fin bas aboun *. grace 
all mach more gbound. 

This ſtate of the caſe, and this view of the 
text, naturally leads us, to confider more di- 
ſtinctly three points, which have a direct re- 
ference to the occaſion of our preſent m. 
I ſhall endeavour therefore, 


I. To give a general view of the crying fins 
of our nation. 

II. To infer our imminent danger on theſe 
accounts, 
III. To open the way to a ſafe retreat. 


But where ſhall I begin, or where ſhall I 
end in ſpeaking to the firſt point for our fins 
and follies are ſo great, ſo many, ſo univerſally 
prevalent, that they are more properly the ſub- 
;ject of lamentation than deſcription. The 
dreadful proſpect conſtrains me to adopt the 
pathetic language of the prophet, + O that my 
bead were waters, and mine eyes fountains of 
tears, that I might weep day and night—weep 
for the dreadful load of 4 which lays upon 


us, and which, without a ſincere repentance, 


will bring on a dreadful and unavoidable ruin. 
Alas ! what ignorance and infidelity, apo- 
ſtacy and ingratitude ; what I revelling and 
——— chambering and wantonneſs ; what 
perjury, blaſphemy, lying, fabbath-breaking, 
and contempt of God's word and ordinances, 
do 
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do we daily ſee and hear! and yet amidſt all 
theſe dreadful ſymptoms, we are preſumptu- 
ouſly ſecure, as tho the wrath of God was 
not revealed from heaven, either in the threat- 
nings of his word, or by the diſpenſations of 
his providence againſt theſe things. 
This is not the awful caſe of a few only; 
+ theſe things are not done in a corner. No, we 
have too much reaſon to ſay with the Prophet, 
+ The land is filled with fin. The bulk of the 
people, of every rank, character, and deno- 
mination, high and low, rich and poor, young 
and old, both in church and ſtate, are verily 
guilty in theſe matters. They have provoked 
the Moſt High to anger; they deſpiſe the-riches 
of his grace, ſlight his overtures of mercy, and 
harden their hearts againſt the wonders of his 
love! we 2 ; 
What order of men, what rank of life can 
plead an exemption from this charge? Is it 
ſtrange and quite unuſual to fee a corrupt and 
venal magiſtrate, a drunken mercenary prieſt, 
an oppreſſive rapacious ſtock-jobber, a profane 
and debauched eſquire, a falſe impoſing trades- | 
man, and ſo downwards, even to the thieving 
indolent beggar? Not to mention the multi- 
tudes of bath ſexes, who have publicly thrown 
off every reſtraint, and glory in their ſhame. 
But let us deſcend ta a ſew particulars : G 
1. What an ineſtimable privilege is the Chri- 
ſtian Sabbath to a true believer ? The due ob- 
ſervance of it is appointed of God, as a mark 
pf diſtinction between his own people and the 
pro- 


Nh, Rom. i. 18, + 42: xxvi. 56 1 Fer. li. 5. 


( 6)) 
Profane world. My —_ _ 
for it is a fign between 1 an 
may know that Tam the Lord thet ts endo 
vn. The Sabbath is the Chriſtian's choiſeſt 
day, where he gathers the firſt fruits of an 
eternal harveſt, and obtains a foretaſte of his 
.everlaſting reſt. - But alas! how is this bleſſed 
day, which God has (as it were) incloſed from 
common time, laid waſte and ituted to the 
vileſt 1 ſpent in the ſervice of the de- 
vil, in the gratification of every vain and fil- 
N thy luſt, What thoughtleſs crowds are ſeen 


RS the highways and fields, the ale- 
houſes and taverns, viſiting and rioting on the 
Lord's-day? + And fhall not I vifit for tbeſe 
things ſaith the Lord, ſball not my me be aven- 
ged on fuch a nation as this? . 
lt is a mournful truth, that we can hardly 
alk the ſtreet in any city, town or village, 
but our ears are made to tingle, our hearts 
wounded and torn, by horrid oaths and curſes. 
his fin has brought the heavy curſe of God 
upon whole nations; and for this unfruitful 
work of darkneſs, I our. land mourneth, and the 
People theres languiſh. Alas! what will be- 
come of us when that dreadful threatning ſhall 
be fulfilled :—-|| Every one that ſeweareth ſhall be 
cut off, the curſe of the Lord ſhall remain in the 
midſt of bis houſe, and ſhall conſume it with the 
timber thereof, and the  flones thereof ; for the 
Ls be the Lord barb Nr ens it. 
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And if we take a view of the more ſober and 

moral part of the nation, it will perhaps afford 

us a ſtronger evidence than any we have yet 
produced, that our land is filled with fan, and 

1 nearly ripe for deſtruction.Communion with 
| God is the very ſoul of true religion, the life, 
health, and food, of the real Chriſtian ; and 

God himſelf has given it as the very mark 
of a reprobate, * that he calls not upon the 

Lord, he worſhips him nat as God, either in 

the family or the cloſet. - If this is true, how 
many ſouls and families in this kingdom are 

dead while they live dead in ſin, dead to God, 
prayerleſs and lifeleſs ! I ſpeak not only of the 
ignorant and profane, but of many whoſe an- 
ceſtors were once (within a century) burning 
and ſhining lights, the glory of the land, adorn- 

ed with every moral virtue and chriſtian grace. 

They could ſay with the favoured apoſtle, 
+ 724 our fellowſtio 5 is with the Father, and if 
with his Son Feſus Chriſt: but how very diffe- 1 
rent the prefent generation | for the moſt part | 
corrupt in their principles, and looſe in their mo- | 
rals. Inſtead of reading the good word of God, 

inſtructing children and ſervants, and prayi 

with their families, theſe have adopted dan- 
cing and cards, routs and aſſemblies, with 
every ſpecies of modern vice and folly< their 
practice ſpeaks louder than words, this lan- 
guage to God Depart from us, for we defire 
not the knowleuge of thy ways, and that, ſcrip- 
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ture is awfully fulfilled, || as 1b 7s with the 
* people, ſo it is with the -:, 
Our 
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Our manifold ſins und provocativis are high- 
ly aggravated by the abuſe of abundant, pecu- 
liar, diſtinguiſhing mercies—To inſtance in 
temporal things: our iſland may be ſtiled Eden, 
the garden of the Lord, in compariſon of many 
other countries. We are favoured with a mild 
| dimate and fruitful foil. What plenty and vari- 
ety of every neceſſary, and every delicacy, to 
ſupply our tables, to feed, cloath, and adorn 
our bodies, and to make our habitations plea- 
ſant and commodious? The Lord * hath not 
left himſelf without witneſs amongſt us, in that 
he hath done us good, and given us rain from 
heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladneſs How have we been 
mercifully ſpared, when the befom of deſtruc- 
tion hath ſwept away thouſands of thouſands 
in other nations within theſe few years, by 4 
earthquakes, peſtilence, famine, and -ſword'? 
Other nations have been terrified with the roar- 
ing of cannons, the noiſe of _ and trum- 
ets, the piercin ns of dying men, the 
Seeadfül Arieks G woes, and the 
unavailing cries of helpleſs infants ; while we 
4e fit in peace and ſecurity, and none are permit- 
ted to make us afraid. How greatly are we di- 
ſtinguiſhed as a free people, in the full poſſeſſion 
of our liberties and properties, under the mild 
and gentle government of our native and moſt 
gracious ſovereign George the Third. Under 
him (as in times paſt under his royal anceſ- 
tors) we are favoured with all the liberty of 
conſcience, that a Britain or a Proteſtant can 
a deſire; 
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defire ; and no deſpotic power, or arbitrary 
proceedings, no deviation from law or juſtice, | 
no_ perſecution for conſcience ſake, have had 
the leaſt countenance from the throne. 4 
How wonderfully has the providence of God 
been diſplayed in our. favour, during the courſe 
of the preſent war with France! The Lor 

has given us ſucceſs in EE quarter. of the 
globe; and the whole world has admired the 
wiſdom and moderation of ou! Kin „the unas 
nimity of his councils, and of his ſi jects, ar 

the intrepid behaviour of his forces; and at this 
hour, tho” we are engaged in the moſt 2 
live and expenſive, r we were ever Concern- 
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| tokeepupthe ſpirit of diſſipation, and to ſhutout 
reflection. Whether we are called to laugh at 
| our own vices, or with the celebrated Minor, and 
; other impious tracts, to ridicule both the word 
and the works of Jehovah; no matter what is 
| Uhoſen for · the ſubje& of drollery, provided it 
will furniſh a low jeſt and a loud laugh; any 
thing will go readily down in this degenerate 
| age. * Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foohſh . 
Peuple and unwiſe? let reaſon and conſcience 
fay, if ſuch a conduct as this is a ſuitable re- 
turn to the Lord ſor all his benefits. 6 
Our goſpel privileges are inexpreſſibly great 
and valuable beyond all others, and in this 
int we have been ſtill more remarkably di- 
npuiſhed than in temporal mercies. Oh, 
how have we been always favoured, and eſ 
cially how are Fo at os 17 favoured, ; + with 
Be Tight of the knowledge 0 meg God, 
55 vl: us in the face of of 2 8 / 
rely + he bath not dealt fo (in 15 reſp 6 
rd e any nation. The goſpel of God our Saviour 
| is the vifible taken of Jchoval's F the 
A ploty and excellency of a people, and their 
fecurity, when & it is rr Ily entertain- 
d; but alas ! our abufe of this 585 of this 
bleliag of bleſſings, is ſtill more Aagrant' han 
I all our other crying abominatiotis. Have we 
not loathed this li phi bread? in every reel of 
vital godlineſs; have || wwe not mocked the meſ- 
Jengers of God, deſpiſed bis wordt, and miſ- 


| fd Bis 2 4 And have we not the juſteſt 
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zunds of fear, that on this account at leaft; 
if for no other, the 1wrath of God will ſoon ariſe 
againſt us, and there will be no remedy. 

So much for the firſt point—Let us con- 
ſider, Secondly, The reaſons we have to fear, 
that the Lord will ſhortly viſit us for theſe. 
things. 

Do we not hereby take up arms againſt the 
living God? Is not this in effect ſaying with 
the profeſſors of old, who oppoſed the weep- 
ing prophet——* As for the word which thou 
haſt ſpoken to us in the name of the Lord, we 
worll not hearken to thee, but we will do uhatſo- 
ever thing proceedeth out of our own mouth; 
and can we reaſonably expect, that the holy 
and juſt God will view ſuch an inſolent con- 
duct with indifference, and ſuffer us to add 
iniquity to fin with impunity ? No, faith the 
Lord, + If ye will walk contrary to me, I alſo 
will walk contrary to you, and I will chaſtiſe 
your ſeven times more for your fins; and are we 
a match for the Almighty ? Do we provoke the 
Lord to jealouſy? are we ſtronger than he? 
Can we thunder with a voice like his? 4 O, it 
is a fearful thing to fall, as an enemy, into 
the hands of the living God? Whatever plea- 
ſures ſuch abominations may promiſe for a mo- 
. the end of theſe things is miſery and 

eath. | 
How hath the Lord dealt with other ſtates 
and communities in ſimilar caſes? Where are 
all the proud monarchs and monarchies, re- 
C 2 corded 
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corded in ancient hiſtory? the Chaldeans, the 


ledes, and Perfians, the Greeks and Romans ? 
Le heſe were each in their turn raiſed to the 

ht of glory, power, and reno but fin, 
—.— ſin ander which Ben Beans and 

rs at this juncture, in a little time occa- 
fioned their deſtruction! They once ſaid in 
their hearts (as we may now) 7 ſhall be a lady 
for « ever ; but the Lord humbled their high looks, 
and laid them in the duſt for an Aſtoniſhmeit, 
| + and an hiſſing, and perpetual deſolation. 
Conſider how the Lord dealt with his own 
people the Jeu, who by many valuable pri- 
vileges were diſtinguiſhed from all the nations 
of the earth. How often, and how ſeverely | 
were they viſited for the abuſe of theſe privi- 
leges, and for their murmurings, revoltings, 
and diſobedience? they were chaſtiſed with 
famine, peſtilence, and ſword, till at length 
they + bung their harps upon the willows, and 
wept by the rivers of Babylon for ſeventy years; 
captives in a ſtrange land. Neither did their 
captivity. amend = they ſtill continued a 
diſobedient and gainſaying people: they ſtoned 
the prophets, they rejected the Lord of life 
and glory, they perſecuted his apoſtles and fol- 
lowers, till at length the meaſure of their ini- 
quity. was filled up, and then wrath came upon 
them to the uttermoſt. According to the aw- 
ful predictions of our bleſſed Lord, ay holy 

and temple were burnt, their civil and ec- 
cleſiaſtical polity totally deſtroyed, the whole 


nation rooted out from the land, and the few 
who 
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vho eſcaped the ſword of the Romans, are di- 
ſperſed and purſued by the vengeance of God 
unto this day. 

Hereafter when the Son of Man ſhall ap- 
pear in his glory, to judge all mankind at his 
tremendous bar, every individual muſt give an 
account, each for himſelf, of the deeds done 
in the body. In that day the Lord will vindi- 
cate and illuſtrate before men, angels, and de- 
vils, the harmony and honour of all his diving 
perfections, in the full, free, and final ſalva- 
tion of his people, thro' the blood and righte- 
ouſneſs of our exalted Jeſus: as alſo in ( 
ing the wicked, to eternal torment, for their 
fins and impenitence. But political communi- 
ties are in their own nature purely temporal, 
and exiſt only in this world: therefore nati- 
onal ſins, if perſiſted in, muſt be puniſhed 
with national and viſible puniſhments, And 
this the Lord will ſurely do, for the honour of 
his holy name and word, to ſtop the mouths 


of blaſphemers, and to convince the world 


that * 4 1s of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. 
The 4. la rule of his providence with 


communities, is clearly manifeſted both in his 


word and in his works. In his word he de- 
clares, Þ+ at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concern- 
ing a nation, to build and to Plant it, if it do evil 
in my fight, that it obey not my voice; then I will 
repent of the good wherewith I ſaid I would be- 
nefit them. I I will take away the hedge there- 


of, and it ſhall be eaten up, y break down the 


wall 


Hb. L 13. + Jer. xvii. 9, 10. f Jaiab ni. 5, 
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all thereof—1T will lay it utterly waſte, it ſhall 
nor be pruned nor digged—T will command the 
clouds that they rain mo rain upon it. Theſe 
threatnings were ſignally accompliſhed upon 
Jeruſalem, and have been awfully confirmed 
by the hiſtory of every age and country. 

- And has not the Lord a controverſy with 
Britain alſo? Do we not fin againſt the cleareſt 
conviction ? Do not the voice of conſcience, the 
word and providence of God, ſtand like che- 
rubims with a flaming ſword to deter us? and 
yet we are ruſhing madly upon ruin and de- 
ſtruction. We who are favoured with ſo many 
ineſtimable privileges, cannot fin ſo cheaply as 
other nations. We are of thoſe, * who Eno 
to do good, but do it not, and therefore may 
juſtly expeCt to be beaten with many ftripes, and 
ro receive the greater condemnation. 

Think not an arm of fleſh can deliver us, 
that our fleets or armies can ſhield us from the 
anger of God. + Curſed is the man that putteth 
bis truſt in an arm of fleſh. To depart from 
God, and depend upon creatures is vile idola- 

. Þ When Ephraim ſpake trembling, was 
diffident and humble, he exalted himſelf in V 
rael, the Lord gave him ſucceſs; but when he 
offended in Baal he died. To depend upon war- 
riors and patriots for ſafety, is no leſs vain and 
impious, than with thoſe of old to cry out, O 
Baal, ſave us—for whatever we confide in, is 
properly our idol, and will provoke the Lord 
ſooner or later to blaſt our vain hopes. Some 
perhaps think themſelves clear of this — 

7 they 
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Fe 
they meddle not with public affairs, but have 
the ſpirit of Gallio, who cared for none of theſe 
things. © But have you not an idol in ſecret? 
do you indulge no eaſy-beſetting fin, no fraud, 
adultery, envy, or malice, no omiſſion of 
known duty? Is there nothing of which you 
fay in your heart, My power, and the might 
of my hand hath gotten me this ? Hear the word 
of the Lord, + Curſed be the man that makes 
an idol, and putteth it in a ſecret place. It is 
all one whether it be in the cheſt of the ſhop, 
in the barn or the houſe, in the cloſet, the 
ſtudy, or 'the heart. A ſecret idol will ex- 
poſe you to an open curſe, and they that are 
curſed of God ſhall be cut off. Or will you 
fay I am free from this charge likewiſe, I pray, 
faft, and give alms— It is fo far well, and yet 


this, if it S farther, will leave you with-- 
e 


out excule, - Vital reli 
amongſt us, and the form of godlineſs with- 
cut the power is of no value. Men may con- 
feſs their fins without" real ſorrow, may 'fay 
theit prayers without true > and hear 
che word without living faith er felvent love; 


Vital religion is at a very low 


and all ſuch ſervices are an alumination to the 


Lord. To ſuch, perſons the Lord of Hoſts 


faith, + T have no plegſure in you, neither will 
T accept of an offering at pour band. Let me 
aſk—have you a ep ſenſe of your loſt, tate 
by nature? has the holy and juſt law of God 
been brought home to your conſciences, in its 
ſpiritual nature and extent? are you convinced, 


st, l! 05 
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that * all our 001 . s are no bitter 
than filthy rags? And do you in every act of 
worſhip draw near to God, relying only on the 
efficacious blood and perfect righteouſneſs of 
6ur exalted Jeſus? if 46 me leave to 
affure you, that you are to this day ſtrangers 
to that inward ſpiritual worſhip which God re- 
8 Vour prayers and devotions are no 
tter than the ſuperſtitious worſhip of the 
Athenians, who had altars and infer criptions, 
75 the unknown God. And the Lord hath 
declared to ſuch worſhippers as you, 1 I hate, 
T Jeſpiſe your ſolemn aſſemblies, and your faſt 


_ days: 1 it is a people that have no undenſtand- 


Ing, therefore be that made them will have no 
Mercy on them, .and he that fo . . wil 


ele tem no vou. 


J proceed el the third p nf x ropo- 
ka, he ſure, and retreat from the im- 
pending danger, gane out in the þ pracious in- 
v Taten and — iſe 1 Ye 75 Dy bim 4 
1 the Lord, 4 ave mercy 225 
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aecdunt we have juſtly deſerved. is has 
been the method of grace from the beginning 
both with individuals and nations. e fir 


ray of mercy that beamed upon fallen Adam, 
found 


Jſaiah lxiv.6, + Ad, xvii. 23. 1 Iaiab xxyii, 11. 
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found him in a humbled ſtate, trembling under 
the apprehenſion of guilt and puniſhment z 
* be was afraid. We read likewiſe of the 
great city Nineveh, that when they feared the 
judgments denounced by the Prophet, and 
humbled themſelves before the Lord, + zhe 
Lord alſo repented of the evil that be ſaid be 
would do unto them. And if we view the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, as revealed in the New Teſ- 
tament, we ſhall find the ſame order. abſerved, 
Our Saviour's forerunner, Jobn, I came in the 
ſpirit and power of Elias, preaching. repens 
Zance, to humble and wound ther hearts of thoſe 
ſecure and proud ſinners the Jeu that they 
might by repentance, avert the, heavy, judge 
ments that chreatened tem, and receive remiſ- 
fron of their fins. | Ang, when our Lord himſelf 
commiſſioned his difap]es to preach the goſpel, 

with a promiſe of | his ſpiritual preſenge to the 
end of the world; he tells them the. Spirit 
ſhould work by their miniſtry in this order, 
ſhould firſt convince of fin, that, all the world 
are in a ſinful and condemned ſtate; and then 
of righteouſneſs, drawing and. enabling con- 
vinced ſinners to xeturn to the Lord, to believe 
on Jeſus,Chriſt for xighteouſneſs and,, ſalvation. 
And the ſame method. Peter cloſely. purſue: 
in that remarkable Sermon, which had ſuc 
glorious ſucceſs, that. & three thouſand turned to 
the Lord at once: They firſt had mocked and 
ſaid, that theſe men were drunl with new wine; 
but when the Lord en them by the 


„ , + apaltle's 


Ger. iii. 1 f. onah iii. 6— t Luke iii. 
Jabs xvi. 4 . 13. 8 k 2 


——— 
. 


( 18 ) 

poſtle's diſcourſe, of their fin and danger, 
were pricked in their hearts, and earneſtly 
cried out, Mer and brethren, what ſhall we do? 
This method, in which our wiſe Redeemer 
always carries on his ,purpoſes of grace and 
love, by humbling and wounding thoſe whom 
he defigns to heal and cxalt, does evidently 
tend moſt to the glory of God, is moſt ſuit- 
able to tha Wee of man, and moſt condu- 

eive to the gener of his people. 

1. Tt — 2 3 0 God. A 
convinced finner no longer es in himſelf, 
and in the work of his . thus all S- 
is excluded, Wade and ſelf-confidence aba- 
and the praiſe aſcribed to the Lord alone; 
iS the Hed bf divine mercy and gree are il- 
luſtrated, by the ſinner's free confeſſion of 
his unworthineſs and miſery. Thus he dealt 
with his people ; he delivered them from 
he led them thro* the fea, he fed 
then in the wilderneſs, he brought them back 
from Babylon, but not till they were ſorely 
preſſd their enemies; convinced of their 
own inſufficiency, bewailed their fins, and were 
cut off from 2 hope and help but in the 
Lord alone. In ſike manner to diſtreſſed, 
the mourners, and broken-hearted, Chriſt is 

ſent, and to thoſe only he is welcome. For, 
2. It is moſt ſuitable to the nature of man. 
Fallen man is averſe to the ſaving grace of God: 
He is naturally devoted to ſin, ſelf, and the 
ereature, and will never go to Chriſt for hap- 
"pine, a until he is ny of theſe miſerable 
came 


| 3 
comforters. Hence ariſes the neceſſity of ſoe- 
ing and feeling the exceeding finfulnels of fin; 
For the Lord draws with the cords of love, 4d 
with the bands of a man—not by forcing out 
wills, but by enlightening our underſtandirigs 
ſhewing us what we are, and what be is: He 
makes us willing in the day of his power 1. but 
as none will pant for the refreſhing ſtream 
but the thirſty ſoul; none ſend for the phyſi- 
cian but thoſe that are fick; ſo none but the 
burthened, loſt, and guilty ſinner, will ſeek to 
Jeſus the Saviour for life and peace. Tho! 
ſome, from a general view of the goſpel, ſeem 
ready to accept of Chriſt and his crown ; ry 
if they have not known the bitterneſs of ſin, 
they will not embrace Chriſt and his croſs : 
{ They ſpeak fair, like the young man in the 
goſpel, but in a time of trial, go back as he 
did ; becauſe, for want of knowing the evil of 
fin, they know not the abſolute need of ſuch 
a Saviour. | hs 
3. It is moſt conducive to the good of the 
Lord's people. It gives them a more endear- 
ing knazvledge and love of the Lord Jeſus— 
as it is faid, || The ſleep of the labouring man is 
ſweet, ſo is the reſt of a labouring ſoul. The 
more fin is felt, the more Chriſt is defired, 
and the ſtronger the defire after him, the 
ſtronger and fuller will be the delight, when 
it is obtained. My | | 
It is a powerful remedy againſt the love of 
the world, To a ſoul truly humbled the world 
D 2 ap- 
2 ; 
| * 4 N + * 110. $ Matt. xix. 23. 
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appears meer pageantry, vanity, and vexation of 
ſpirit—Such a one reaſons thus ; when I was 
once diſtreſſed with guilt, when wrath hung 
over me, and hell gaped to receive me, then I 
ſaw and experienced, that neither the profits, 
pleaſures, or friendſhip of the world, could 
ive me a moment's eaſe; nothing but Chriſt 
could afford me relief then, and nothing but 
Chriſt can ſatisfy me now. He is my beloved, 
and he is my friend—who manifeſted his love 
to me, and ſhewed himſelf a friend indeed in 

the day of my diſtreſs. 
In a word, it is of conſtant uſe in their whole 
progrels i in well. doing. Where the building 
s intended to be large and lofty, the foundation 
muſt be laid deep in proportion: And thus the 
foundation of the ſpiritual building, the work 
of God in the heart, which is deſigned to be 
raiſed high as heaven, and to laſt for ever, is 
laid in deep humiliation. This cauſes a con- 
ſtant hatred and averſion to ſin for the future; 
as the burnt child dreads the fire, ſo the ſoul 
that hath been thus ſearched, by the apprehen- 
ſion of deſerved wrath, is taught to fear and fly 
from the very appearance of that accurſed thing 
which God Nuten. by * he remembrance of the 
all and ww6rufidod, of its former ſtate : For 
the want of this, many 'who ſeem to begin 
well ſoon fall away, like the ſeed which wi- 
pope ſoon, 5 it ſprung UP, + becauſe it had 

depth. of earth. 

If this Is the mai order of the holy Spi- 
rit, to to act firſt as a 1 8 of bondage, and af- 
7 n 4. ter wards 


» ls, f. + Matt. xiü. 46, 


f 


ö 
| 


? 


(08. 

terwards as a ſpirit of adoption. When he in- 
fluences ſinners to return unto the Lord, it is 
highly proper for each of us to examine and 

rove our own ſelves by the word of God. 
Have you (my friends) been led in this way? 
Has the ſpirit. of bondage ever ſeized upon 
your hearts? I can tell you, (and I would ſpeak 
it to the praiſe of the tender mercies of my 
God) that this was my caſe for five ſucceſſive 
years. I well remember when the law of 
God, an awakened conſcience, and the fiery 


darts of ſatan, wrote bitter things againſt me; 


and when I would have given a thouſand 
worlds for one chearing beam of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs. And whatever little I have 
received of the Lord, either of gifts or grace, 
for his ſervice in the miniſtry, I was taught it 


in this ſchool, and by theſe thorns : And tho” 


I would not altogether propoſe my own expe- 
rience as a ſtandard for others, yet knowing 


the terrors, and the ſuperabundant mercy of 


the Lord, I would perſuade men. You cannot 


be wholly ignorant of theſe things, if + /o be 
that you have taſted the Lord is gracious. What 


then is the anſwer of your hearts? Have you 
a ſpiritual and ſcriptural experience of this con- 


viction of fin ? Is Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt pre- 


cious, excellent, and defirable obje& in your 


eſteem ? If ſo the ſerpent's head is bruiſed, his 


ſnare is broken. In ſuch a diſpoſition as this, 
a man will freely and cordially: return unto the 


Lord: He will renounce and abhor whatever 
offers to ſtand in competition with Jeſus; and 


_ Has tho 
2 Cor. v. 11... +1 Fu. i. 3. 
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tho e in the uſe of all ap- 

pointed means; yet he reſts not in them, 
paſſes thro' them all, as the right way of re- 
turning to the Lord, and fixes hi dance 
upon Him alone. It is indeed a bleſſing to ſo- 
ciety when an outward reformation takes place, 
when men refrain from drunkenneſs, profane- 
neſs, and groſs immorality : But the believer, 
tho' he mourns for theſe things, avoids them 
himſelf, and trembles for the nation in which 
all kinds of wickedneſs are ſuffered to abound 
with impunity, yet he cannot reſt here, he 
cannot content himſelf with a partial return, 
with being changed from a publican to a pha- 
riſee. He ſees ſo much infirmity and fin 
cleaving to all his thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, that he can make no account of his beſt 
332 but fimply returns unto the 
d, to on his offences, to heal his diſ- 
eaſes, to ſupply his wants, and to conquer his 
enemies. The conſtant language of ſcripture 
is the genuine language of his heart. In 
vain is ſalvation ſought from the bills, only in 
the Lord our God is the ſalvation of his people. 
1 In the Lord ] have righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
Take away iniquity, and receive us graciouſly. 
Aſbur ſhall not ſave us, we will not ride upon 
bares, neither will we ſay any more unto the 
works of our bands, ye are our god. In 2 
word, to return unto the Lord, and to beheve 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are terms of the 
ſame import. The guiky trembling ſinner, 
while he apprebends kimſelf purſued by di- 
| | vine 
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vine juſtice, curſed by the law, and condemned 
in his own conſcience, is enabled by the Spi- 
rit of God, 70 behold the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
a evidently crucified before him. He views him 
by faith as hanging upon the croſs, bleeding, 
groaning, dying, not only for our good, > but for 
eur tranſgreſſions, and in our ſt He is now 
aſſured that * the ſword of divine juſtice, which 
he ſaw awaked againſt himſelf, * is ſheathed - 
and drenched in the bowels of a Redeemer : 
he ſees that the holy, juſt, and fiery lau, which 
denounced ſuch dreadful curſes inſt him 
for fin, is fulfilled, * magnified, and made ho- 
nourable by the perfect obedience and merito- 
rious ſufferings of the bleſſed Jeſus, He 
ſees this glorious righteouſneſs of the ſurety, 
# zmputed of God, to himſelf, and is hereby 
enabled to reſt his ſoul this ® choſen, tried, 
precious, and ſure foundation. He appropri- 
ates all that Chriſt has done and ſuffered to his 
own uſe. He cries out with joy and rapture, 
> He bas loved me, and given himſelf for me; 
be is my Lord, and my God. _ 
And O with what peace, and love, and 
wonder, does one who has thus * recezved the 
atonement, read over the hiſtory and the my- 
ſtery of the Saviour's humiliation ! his birth, 

life, miracles, ſufferings, and death; and the 
| glorious account of his reſurrection, aſcenſion, 
ſeſſion, and interceflion ! Every bough of the 
tree of life, both on this fide, and the _ 
"F r 
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fide the river, yields to the believer's hand, a 
rich variety of delicious fruit; and the ber 
thereof 'beal . his Every wound," and/every diſ- 
eaſe. Wonder not therefore, my friends, that 
having myſelf taſted how good the Lotd'i is, 1 
ſhould be ſo importunate and preſſing with 


ou, to return to him likewiſe: Neturn to the 
Terz fer be will baue ery. be w abun- 
dantly Pardon. * % Vins 
Ig any one ready to iſle; but how: can I be 
ny that! he will Arier ſo vile a wretch 
as me? Theſe words of our text are-full tothe 
rint ; “ he avill have mercy, he 21 1 par don. 
The wotds are doubled, becauſe they are ſure; 
but for farther comfort and encòurage- 
ment, &HHider our Saviour's mereifuk nature: 
He is the only begotten Son of tbe Father of 
mercies': he is * 7h4 expreſs image of the fatber's 
rſon.”** God love, and Jeſus is love; a 
God of love; cloathed with fleſh and blood 
manifeſting himſelf to us, in the moſt tender 
famillar manner, to forbid our fears, and to 
animate our hope; ſo that altho we have a 
* great” high prieſt ever the houſe of God; one 
who thinks it n robbery to be equal with God, 
© yet he is merciful and compaſſhunate, beyond 
ex feſſion, even to the ignorant, and thoſe 
who are out of the way. Hence he is empha- 
tically fled ö the Lamb of God. He is touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities.” He has been 
in all * nts tempted like unto us, tho without 


ſin, 
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ſin, and therefore is able and willing to ſac- 
cout us, and hence the apoſtle encourages 
the weakeſt and the vileſt, to * come boldly to a 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
Conſider how tenderly and readily Jeſusheal- 
ed the bodily diſeaſes of all who came to him 
while he was upon earth. Have you heard or 
read of any poor helpleſs creature that ſought 
to him for mercy, and was refuſed ? Not one. 
And can you think him altered fince? Far be 
it from us to think, that he. who ſhewed ſuch 
compaſſion to the bodies of all wherever he 
came, will nowe ſuffer a penitent praying ſoul 
to periſh at his feet. No, he never did, he 
never will : rather, he is ſtill calling thoſe who 
otherwiſe would never have thought of com- 
ing to him, as he formerly called Matthew from 
the receipt of cuſtom, Simon and Andrew 
from their nets, Zaccheus out of the Syca- 
' more-tree, and publicans and ſinners from 
every quarter; Þ for be is come to ſeek, and to 
ſave that which was loft. 0 "IP | 
* Conſider the gracious appointment of his or- 
dinances ; he has left us his word, he conti- 
nues to ſend forth his miniſters, he has promi- 
ſed. the preſence and power of his Spirit to 
accompany their labours; and all for this end, 
that dead finners may be awakened, and 
mourning ſinners comforted, | 1 
* Conſider his kind and gracious invitations to 
poor trembling ſouls. When he once had de- 
clared the fulneſs of his power and commiſſion, 
TO LOR ET, E PR 
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that all things were delivered into his hands: and 
that as Mediator, the entire adminiſtration of 
the covenant of grace was committed to him, 
he immediately adds, “ Come unto me ye that la- 
bour and are beavy laden, and Twill give you reſt. 
And elſewhere, + If any man thirſt, let him come 
imto me and drink, and him that cometh tb me 
T will in no wiſe caft out. And now he is exalt- 
ed to the throne of glory, his heart is ſtill the 

ſame: his endearing invitations, are as full of 
compaſſion and grace as before. How affect- 
ing, how kind, how comfortable are his laſt 
words,” with PHD he wget: laſt 5 55 
tion ? I Jeſus have ſent my angel to teſtify theſe 
rbjngs 2 e Worth LA pe- 
culiar attention The ſpirit and the bride, ſay 
come ; and let him that heareth, ſay come; and 
ler him that is a-thirft come, and whoſoever will, 
tet him taſte of the water of life freely. 
To theſe confiderations, I might add the 
experience of real chriſtians in all ages, the 
whole church militant upon earth, Td the 
countleſs myriads in glory, who. have waſh- 
ed their robes, and made them white in the 
Blood of the Lamb, are ſo many witneſles 
of his truth, and eternal monuments of his 
abundant mercy. Thoſe who are now in hea- 
ven were once on earth as we are, ſubject to 
the ſame 'infirmities, beſet by the ſame ene- 


mies, perplexed with the ſame fears and doubts 
but they || were mad, more than conquerors 


Praug "tim that loved them——and now they 


are before the throne, ptoclaimiy g his praiſe, 
or QEOOTOI007 DAL FW TOE TC ESTI 08! BY ' 
th | and 
Matt. xi, 27, 28, 4 Jobs vil. 37. —vi. 37. 
r Rev. uiii. 1615. Nn M 


0 27 
and * ing with a loud Voice, <worthy 1s the 
Ae was flain, to receive =: and 
riches, and wiſdom, and firength, and honour, 
and glory, and bleſſing ; for he hath loved us, 
and waſhed us' from our fins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and prieſts to God and 
his Father for ever: ſo that you fee the match- - 
leſs love, and meritorious blood of our ado- 

| ra Saviour, are 570 grand ſubjects of the 
gs of heaven. my the Lord give you a 
it underſtanding of theſe things, and you” 
no longer queſtion his willingneſs to re- 
ctive the chief? of ſinners, who Rumbly ſeek 
to him x Tos for pardon and acceptance. | 
1 ſhall conclude with a word o application. 2 
1. To the ayngodly ignorant finner: too 
many fuch, it is to be feared, there are in this 
numerous affembly. Alas, poor finful ſouls, 
what 'a miſerable caſe are you in] your ſitua- 
tigt is more deplorable than that of a man 
terping on the brink of a dreadful precipice, 
ror. to all who ſee him, left the next mo- 
ment lte hgutd fall and be daſhed to pieces; 
yet Ke; poor, wretch, ſleeps on 1 of his 
E. Wn T conſider, the weight of theſe 
ws „ BYERLASHING Slory, and EyYERLAST= | 
&'tortnent, and that a, few uncertain mo- 
miefits” wil bdatterably* fix > WY oul bere 
e the je or the; bel, the thought” 
wers me, and 1 feet _ want of words 
ec refs myſelf, is 1 0 por 0 who" 
ahn is ſhall divell with e 
among /i ws ſhall _ 8 pots. "ng bur 
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ings? 1 have a meſſage from God to you ſin- 
ners, a meſſage of the utmoſt importance—lt 
is this—Let the.wicked forſake bis way and the 
unr ig bteous: man his thoughts, and let him return 
to the Lord—let him do it ſpeedily, yea not; 
to-day, while, it ig called to-day, leſt the Lord 
ſwear in. his. wrath they ſhall not enter into bis. 
reſt. Let him not only do it for one day, at ſuch 
a time as this, a; day of occaſional humilia- 
tion; but once for all, let bim return unto, the. 
rid} let him return, unta the Lord with a 
ttled. purpoſe t to forſake him no more, ſo as 
to ſay. upon every future temptation, * '1 have 
opened my mouth. unto the. Lord, and 1 cannot 
go back. I know aſſuredly, that I am now ad- 
efling "thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and 
175 and n ſome may hear me with a. 
contem wore, mile: but K 28 7 a 1 8 
Which is capable of 1 iritual life? Is it aft 
res ith of any 1 you, that God ' ſhould f Z 
dead? or that the holy Spirit can, br 
5 from theſ? dry bones that they may live d. and 
does not the. Lord uſually operate in 1 
Ky 785 y Means and inſtruments l If 1 1 
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I; would, therefore renew my 'addreſs—O 
that l 5 how to engage you to forſake 
your ſi . 10 return to the Lord! Ah, what 
a wretched choice have you made ! why will 
ye prefer vain.cares, empty pleaſures, or filthy 
luſts, *. 70. an incarruptible, undefiled, and un- 
fading inheritance? O wberefore do ye ſpend 
your : money, your time and talents, + 775 that 
which is not read, and your: labour For that which: 
Satisfieth not ? Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil: 
ways, for why will ye die?—O'my God ! turn 
them, and they ſhall be turned; draw chem, 
and they ſhall run after after thee. 

1 beſeech you, by the ſufferings of the Lord 
Jeſus—O ſinner, behold the: 2 of God—ſuch 
was his loye, that rather than. we ſhould be 
loſt nge remedy, he made his ſoul an of- 

ing for our fins. The guilt of our; oaths, 
lies, drun enneſs, uncleannęſs, pride, malice, 
and unbgl} F Was charged upon him. Comk, 

nner, an ee him preſſed under the immenſe 
„in 7 4 covered with _ — 
Is how. he 
ble, let; this 255 
yum ulted, buten ke. | 
ed, and 1 t dee the 
arg; off ndemned to the painful igno· 
minious accurſed death of the croſs. See him 
hearing his Groſs upon his, bleeding ſhoulders, 


9, Golgotha, ang, there, faſtened: to it by bis: 
Wige and et with on ſpikes. , Hear his bit-. 
ter poinpl ante! e cried. ee 


10t L 0 ¹οο̈ HII, an 22032 OY Ga. 
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God; my God, why haft thou forſaken me? The 
earth heard this and trembled, the rocks were 
rent, the graves thrown open, and the hea-. 
vens withdrew their light—Ah finner, is thy 
heart harder than rocks and ſtones! Was all 
nature alarmed at this amazing ſcene, and art 
thou quite infenfible? What, did the Lord je- 
ſus endure ſuch torments of body, ſuch hor- 
rors of ſoul l and wilt thou ſtill go on in fin! 
wilt thou trample upon his blood, and crucify | 
him afreſh}, O ano del de this ingratitude, 
repent, return unto the foi iniquity ſhall 
not be your ruin. 1 1990 79; 

Methinks I can read r concern in your 
countenances, Methinks ſome of you are ready 
IR O that I could return |=thisis the defire. 
of the people of God, I wait 7 — 
ſpirit, that fervent love, that ſpiti ayet 
Which the ſcripture ſpeaks” of, + with pre 
living ſouls reren ss 
Fe * it is true the Lia does rege 

things of all bis people, Bit pot as tert 
— — not as a — ih our hand to 
3 No, all thefe are 
and graces provided freely in tlie evetla ns 
covenant, beſtowed on us, ani wroupht in us 
bs Holy y Spiele, and are the fruits and effects 
of coming to Jefus; fo that yolir baving no 
good thing o own, is ſo far from bei 
a hindrance, that you muft "fee and feel, 377 
you have Sechs and are nothifig but n, 
before you either can or will come to Jeſus for 
ade. I would adviſe you in the worde of 
3 c 


FOITIT 


my ſoul. But alas, I have fiot the — . 


n 
the diſciples to the blind man, Be 77 good com- 
fort, ri the maſter calleth thee—Go directly, 
fall proſtrate at his throne of grace, confeſs your 
iniquities and fins, tell him all your complaints, 
dangers and fears, and humbly implore his mer- 
cy. Re not afraid; Jeſus will ſtretch forth the 
golden ſceptre, and diſplay the banner of free 
ſovereign grace. He will clothe you with change 
of raiment, bring you into bis bangueting- 
houſe, and feaſt you with * the bread of life, the 
hidden manna, and the wine of paradiſe. He 
will fay unto you, Son, all that ] have is thine, 
r am thy ſhield, thy portion, and thy exceeding 
great reward, | 
In this way, by humbling yourſelves before 
the Lord, till you obtain an experience of his 
mercy and grace; if you cannot fave a guilty 
land from judgments, you will fave your ſouls, 
and perhaps you may fave your lives likewiſe 
in the day of vengeance. When Ezekiel faw , 
in a viſion the deſtroying angels at the gate of 
Jeruſalem, waiting for a command to lay ut- 
terly old and young without mercy, he faw 
likewiſe and beheld the Angel of the Covenant 
ſet a mark on the forcheads of thoſe * who figh 
and mourn for all the abominattons that are done 
in the midſt of her. And the deſtroyers were 
expreſly enjoined not to come near any upon 
0 is the mark. Therefore whatever you 
do, b ſeek righteouſneſs, it may be you ſhall be 
hid in the day of the Lord's fierce anger. © 
| But 


3 Markx. 49. d Zech. iii. 4. © Cant. ii. 4. 
4 Rev. ii. 17. © Luke xv. 31. Gen. xvii. 1. 
$ Ex. ix. 1—6. n Zepb. ii. 3. . 
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fe? Let me ſum up all with, 


an 

But who can ſay? - perhaps the converſion 
of a ſmall remnant may tend to the preſer- 
vation of the whole community. A few pray- 
ing believing ſouls may help to fill up the 
dreadful breach, and ſtop the overflowing 
ſcourge from breaking in upon a ſinful land. 
Our gracious God would have ſpared wicked 
Sodom, even for ten righteous men. * He 
would have ſpared Jeruſalem for a ſingle Per- 
ſon.— Run ye to and fro, and ſee now if ye 
can. find a man that ſeeketh the truth, and I will 
pardon it. Let every one therefore, who is de- 
firous to promote the peace and happineſs of 
his country, begin at home, firſt with his own 
heart, then with his houſe, and from thence 
let his light ſhine upon all around him, till Che 
little leaven ſhall ſpread through the whole 
land. The Lord grant it may be fo with each 


of us. 
But without this perſonal and cordial ſurren- 


der of ourſelves unto the Lord, it will avail 


little to complain of the abominations that fill 
our land, or fo preach to others while we our- 
ſelves are ſtill in our fins, I alienated from the 


life of God, and ſtrangers to the covenants of pro- 


miſe. Firſt, ſays our Lord, || caft out the beam 
out of thine own eye, and then thou ſhalt ſee 
clearly to open the eyes, and correct the faults 
of others ; or elſe what anſwer can we make 
to that cloſe alarming queſtion of the apoſtle ? 
Wau that teacbeſt others, teacheft thou not thy- 


2, 


Gen. xviil. + Jer. v. 2. 
| Matt. vii. 3. $ Rom. li. 21 


t Eple/. iv, 18—. ii. 12. 


. | 
2. A word of advice to the people of God. 
My dear friends, bear it ever on your-minds, 
that what you are, and have, more than others, 
is not of merit on your part, but the effect of 
free ſovereign diſtinguiſhing grace; I beſeech 
you therefore,“ Jet all bitterneſs, wrath, clamor, 


end evil-ſpeaking, be put away from you, with 


all malice ; and be you kind one to another, ten- 
der-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God 


for Chriſt's ſake has forgiven you. This happy 
ſpirit becomes us at all times, but ' eſpecially 


now, when the judgments of God are ſo aw- 
fully abroad in the earth. Let us hear the rod 
end him that hath appointed it. Every trouble, 
whether outward or inward, all that we hear 
of, and all that we feel, is deſigned to ſubdue 


our ſpirits, to purify us from envy, bigotry, - 


and every hateful temper, from the love of a 


vain world, from ſelf-dependence, and ſelf- 


ſeeking, and to quicken our progreſs and affec- 
tions towards heavenly things. And unleſs 
theſe ends are anſwered, unleſs a ſpirit of hu- 
mility, wiſdom, zeal, unanimity, and love : ina 
word, unleſs the power of true evangelical piety 
is cultivated and prevails, we cannot well expect 


but that zbe/e things are the beginning of ſor- 


rows; therefore let us likewiſe return unto the 
Lord, lament our paſt backſlidings, and reſolve 
in his ſtrength to cleave unto him with full 
purpoſe of heart, and we ſhall find + his name 
a firang tower of defence; then we need not be 
afraid of any evil-tidings, yea tho the earth 


Should be moved, and the mountains caſt into the 


1 F id 
Epbeſ. iv. 31, 32. + P/alm cxii. 7. 
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"di of the fe: en s Chi. our 
Saviour, and our friend, who exerciſes all 
power in heaven, and in earth, ſhall be unto 


us * hiding pluce fromthe wind, and a covert © 
from ihe . 3 
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